REGISTRATION FORM

Places are limited so please return this form as soon as possible to secure your places, to:
lesley.howie@sac.ac.uk or
Lesley Howie

Learning and Teaching Development Manager

SAC

Riverside Campus
University Avenue

Ayr, KA8 0SX
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We wish to attend the Science for Schools Event on Tuesday 20th March 2012 at the Roslin Institute, Easter Bush, Midlothian, EH25 9RG.  

	School name and address:

	

	

	

	

	

	Contact Name

	

	Email

	

	Tel:

	

	Number of students (maximum 3 *)

	

	Disability requirements?

	

	Any dietary restrictions?

	


* A maximum limit has been set to allow as many schools as possible to attend.  Please indicate if you wish to bring additional students if space allows.  We will contact you at least one week prior to the event if this is possible.

Please list the names of attendees in the table below and indicate the choice of activity/workshop by ranking in order of preference (rank 1-4, with 1 as your preferred option).  There is only enough time to attend one activity and attendees will be allocated on a first come basis.  It is anticipated that participants from a school will attend different activities if possible, therefore providing the opportunity for a wider understanding of SAC’s research areas.  Every effort will be made to allocate your preferred choice.  

	
	Dr Poo
	Genetics in Livestock Breeding
	Animal Welfare and Behaviour
	Our Attitudes to Animals

	Name of teacher
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Name of students
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Thank you, and we look forward to meeting you on the day.
WORKSHOP INFORMATION 

(You may wish to retain this page for future reference.)
Workshop 1 – Dr Poo!

Sheep often carry worms in their gut which makes them feel sick and they don’t eat, and therefore don’t grow, very well.  Unhappy sheep means unhappy farmers!  

At SAC our researchers are developing methods to control worms.  To assess effectiveness of these treatments requires the examination of sheep droppings under a microscope to look for worm eggs.  Droppings can also be cultured to determine the presence of worm larvae, again using a microscope.  Adult worms can also be found in the droppings – using the naked eye!  These aspects of the worm lifecycle are visualized in the participative Dr Poo demonstration.

Workshop 2 – The Role of Genetics in Livestock Breeding

What damage can parasites do to farm animals, and why is it urgent that we find new solutions to control them?  Some animals have loads of parasites and others don’t – even though they are grazing in the same fields.  Why should this be?  

Also, what makes meat tender and taste so good?

The latest advances in molecular and imaging technologies can be used by farmers to select the ‘best’ animals.  This workshop will explore the role of animal geneticists at SAC in livestock breeding, and will emphasise the importance of mathematics for biologists in this field of work.

Workshop 3 – Animal Welfare and Behaviour

Why is studying animal welfare and behaviour important?  Would you like to know what animal scientists at SAC are doing to improve farm animal welfare?  This activity will focus on dairy cows.  By studying the physiology and behaviour around birth, farm management systems can be improved to make the challenges associated with transition to early life in the farm environment go smoother, and therefore make a difference to the life of farm animals.  Science is essential in discovering why animals behave as they do.  By studying behaviour we can understand what cows think about each other and their environment.  That knowledge can then be used to design housing and management systems that address their needs better and ultimately improve their welfare.

Workshop 4 – Our Attitudes to Animals
How do we make judgements about animals?  How can we use science to inform these judgements?

Why do we, in the UK, keep dogs as pets, and other countries use dogs for meat production?  What matters more – a hungry pig or a hungry chicken?

This workshop will investigate our attitudes to animals.  We will discuss what has led to your judgements about particular species, and why attitudes to that species may differ across the globe.  The workshop will consider topics such as how conservation issues and human-animal conflict may affect our perceptions of certain species.  We will discuss how animal behaviour and welfare science can help inform us about animal welfare and the capacity of animals to suffer.  Also, how we can use science to determine whether animals feel pain, suffer stress or experience pleasure.

Directions to the Roslin Institute can be found using this link: 

http://www.roslin.ed.ac.uk/contact-us/location/
Car parking is available in the main car park, and there is overflow parking if necessary.  You will need to register your car with security on arrival.
