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Case Study 2
Ross Jamieson  STEM Ambassador 

Ross Jamieson has a simple message for the young people he talks to in schools. “Dreams can come true. Make a choice. Go for what you want – not what other people tell you. 

“You get girls saying they’d like to be an actress but their mum says ‘No’. I tell them if that’s their dream, they should stick to their guns and go for it.”

Ross’s own potential was recognised early, while he was still an apprentice, and he is currently being fast-tracked into management at BAe Systems in Scotstoun. The prospect of giving 15 to 18 year-olds the benefit of 22 years of experience might seem daunting to some. But Ross believes being only a few years older than his listeners is an advantage. 

“I just stand in front of them and talk. It’s not a worry. I’ve always been able to talk to people. I get if from my Dad.”

Since becoming an ambassador a year ago Ross has worked mainly on science fairs and careers roadshows, rather than in the classroom. “You talk to a dozen kids at a time. If you find something that captures their imagination, you’ve pretty much got them in the palm of your hand. 

“So I’ll often start with the broadband on their computers, and how that uses the fibre optics I work with all the time. That gets them interested in the science. I involve them as much as I can. I encourage them to ask questions. 

“Some can be quiet, so to get them into the discussion I’ll ask what careers they’ve considered. It can be difficult even then, because at that age they’re still being hand-fed by their parents, and haven’t realised that one day soon they’re going to have to earn money.” He chuckles.

“It came as a bit of a shock to me.”

While becoming a science ambassador was suggested first by Ross’s managers, it now gives him lots of personal satisfaction, he says. “At first the kids aren’t all that interested, but eventually they catch on and you start to feel they might make a good choice and go for a career, instead of a job in a fast-food restaurant.”

Careers advice that inspires and motivates, from somebody out there in the workplace, is in short supply in schools, Ross says. “In five years somebody came and spoke to us once I think. Then you’d see your guidance teacher once a year. That’s about it – and it’s not enough. 

“I’m very happy with my career and I plan to go as far as I can with it. But if I’d got the message I’m giving to kids now I might have taken a different route. I might have become an RAF pilot. That’s what I like about being a science ambassador. You can make a real difference to people’s lives.”

