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Case Study 1
John Smith  STEM Ambassador 

One of my ambitions is to help school pupils that are interested in engineering skills achieve a better understanding by going through a training procedure and disciplines in setting up various optical surveying instruments and learn how they are used in construction and engineering industries.

As an ambassador for B A E Systems I have had the privilege of going to company roadshows and career day events to let school pupils know what opportunities and apprenticeships are available.    

I served my time as an Apprentice Plater with the Fairfield Shipbuilding Company in Govan and attended the David Dale College to do Technical Drawing Courses. My present job is a Dimensional Control Inspector whereby I check out steel fabrication work for ships that are being built in Govan & Scotstoun.  

I like to work with a group of 3 pupils at a time which takes about one and a half hours per-session, the machines that are used are the automatic level and the digital theodolite, so hopefully this will encourage some of them to consider a career in this type of engineering.  

The first school to invite me was St, Philomena’s  in Provanmill and I was a bit

apprehensive, but I felt a bit better when the P7 class got involved and participated with the exercise I gave them. The classroom assistant that was with me also noticed that they were taking an interest. Some of the pupils couldn’t believe that they were allowed to use the instruments, but the good fun was when they had to “chalk line” in the degree angles they had marked out on the school yard. 

From the success of that visit I have been asked back on two further occasions and I am very pleased about that.

John Smith

Dimensional Control Engineer
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