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Case Study 7
David Lyon STEM Ambassador 
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My wife was teaching in a primary school and one day she brought home a science module on rocks and minerals that the P6s were doing. Although my first degree was mainly in chemistry I had acquired a fair knowledge of Geology while doing a Ph.D in the field of Isotope Geology. 
You cannot teach about rocks from downloaded photographs of rock specimens so I was recruited to collect some of the main rock types and deliver the lesson. I spent an enjoyable summer holiday in North West Scotland making a collection and also begged/borrowed thin sections and an old petrological microscope from the Geology departments at both Glasgow and Edinburgh University. 
At the same time I was steered towards a meeting of the Scottish Network for Able Pupils at the Glasgow Science Centre as my wife was a SNAP tutor. At the meeting I filled in forms to join the Science Ambassador scheme and was duly disclosed. 
I now give the lesson annually at my wife's school and at Sgoil Ghaidhlig Ghlaschu. As I enjoyed the experience so much my involvement in the scheme has increased and I now volunteer to go with the Institute of Physic's "Lab in a Lorry" and I have extended my relationship with Sgoil Ghaidhlig Ghlaschu to carry out Chemistry lessons and "fun days" with Secondary and Primary pupils. 
Teaching science, experiments that you choose and with which you are comfortable, is immense fun and the pupils really enjoy them. The schools are also very appreciative and I was invited back at Christmas last year to be Santa Claus!

